26 September 1976 



Dear Harold- 

Just a short note to let you know that I have not 
abandoned writing my dissertation on the Executive Sessions 
of the Warren Commission. Shortly after our last correspondence, 
my Mother became critically ill with heart trouble. 

Heedless to say, my Mom took precedence over my PhD, and 
most of my energy and thought during the past few months 
have centered around her. Fortunately, the story has a happy 
ending, in that last August I took her (with her having less 
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than^two weeks to live) out to Stanford University Medical 
Center, where she had a successful heart operation. After 
being assured that she was out of the woods and that her 
sister could stay with her her until she was strong enough 
to come back east, I returned to Cambridge and started to 
pick up things again. 

Since school is starting this month, I thought now was 
a good time to get my PhD proposal formally approved. 

My faculty advisor suggested that I form a preliminary proposal 
and get it in as fast as possibble to the Graduate Committee 
for approval • He did not have time to tell me exactly what 
my proposal should contain or how to go about it. S.o^ I am 
proceeding on my own to whip something up, and submit it as 
soon as possible. I'm sure I'll have to rewrite it a number 
of times but I want the Committee to have something in their 
hands soon. My advisor's disinterest at the moment is due 
(I think) to a faculty feud over something unrelated to me. 

But rather than depend on somethne whose total interest is 
not in what I'm doing, I am shopping around for onr or 
possibly enen a second co-director for my thesis in addition 
to my faculty advisor. 

I fully expect to have my first preliminary proposal 
in by the end of the week and will send you a copy of it 
as well. Any suggestions or criticism of it will be very 
welcome as I'm still not really sure how I want to handle the 
subject. 
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I really ao hope that the time gap between our 
correspondence has not affected your interest in helping me 
select a dissertation subject-I'm really quite embaressed that 
I didn't get a letter off to you sooner explaining what was 
going on on my end of the correspondence. 

I am looking forward to hearing from you in the future 
and hope that you have licked your phlebitis. 

Sincerely 

Nancy-S'tephanie Stone. 




